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BEGIN SUMMARY: ON MAY 29, ONE-TIME MANILA MAYORALTY CANDIDATE,

EDUARDO FIGUERAS, IDENTIFIED SEN. SERGIO OSMENA JR.AND LARRY

TRACTMAN AS BRAINS BEHIND MARCOS ASSASSINATION PLOT. FIGUERAS

TESTIFIED THAT HE AND OSMENA JR. HAD TOLD EUGENIO LOPEZ SR.

GROUP BACKED BY "AMERICAN INTERESTS" WAS PLOTTING TO KILL

PRESIDENT. FIGUERAS CLAIMED THAT WHILE HE AND TRACTMAN WERE

IN NEW YORK, SAM CUMMINS, A US ARMS DEALER, CONVINCED THEM TO

USE THE EXPLOSIVE CHEMICAL ASTROPAC IN ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS.

WHEN EFFORTS TO ASSASSINATE MARCOS BY EXPLOSIVES ABORTED, LOPEZ

JR. ALLEGEDLY SUGGESTED IMPORTING GUNMAN. (AMCIT LEHMAN).

FIGUERAS' TESTIMONY IS NOTABLE FOR ITS DETAIL AND EMPHASIS ON

"AMERICAN INTERESTS" AND AMERICANS ALLEGEDLY CONNECTED

WITH ASSASSINATION PLOT, CONCEIVABLY ASSASSINATION PLOT COULD

TAKE ANTI-AMERICAN TWIST THROUGH THIS STILL APPEARS UNLIKELY.

END SUMMARY

 

1. ON MAY 29, REINVESTIGATION PANEL HEARD TESTIMONY FROM

EDUARDO FIGUERAS, FORMER CANDIDATE FOR MANILA MAYORALTY.

FIGUERAS, WHO SAID HE WANTED "MAKE CLEAN BREAST OF EVERY-

THING", IDENTIFIED OSMENA AND LARRY TRACTMAN AS BRAINS BEHIND
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ASSASSINATION PLOT. FIGUERAS SAID THAT THEY HAD RECRUITED
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HIM IN MID 1970. OSMENA JR.TOLD HIM THAT HE WAS COOPERATING

WITH LOPEZ SR. FIGUERAS SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN "SO CONFUSED

BY THE MACHINATIONS AND INSIDUOUS REMARKS OF OSMENA JR. AND

TRACTMAN" HE AGREED TO ASSIST IN PLOT TO KILL PRESIDENT BUT

ONLY AFTER LOPEZ SR. TOLD HIM MARCOS WAS BENT ON HIS (FIGUERAS')

FINANCIAL DESTRUCTION. DURING FIGUERAS' TESTIMONY, PROSECUTION

INTRODUCED AFFIDAVIT BASED ON FIGUERAS' STATEMENT WHEN

INTERROGATED BY PSC. FIGUERAS REPORTEDLY STATED THAT HE

AND SERGIO OSMENA JR. TOLD EUGESLOPEZ SR. THAT A GROUP

"BACKED BY AMERICAN INTERESTS" WAS PLOTTING TO KILL THE PRESIDENT".

 

2. FIGUERAS TESTIFIED LOPEZ SR. SAID HE WOULD USE LOPEZ JR.

AS COORDINATOR BETWEEN OSMENA GROUP AND LOPEZ FAMILY. FIGUERAS

SAID HE HAD WISHED TO TALK TO VICE PRESIDENT FERNANDO LOPEZ

BUT OSMENA DISSUADED HIM SAYING "WHATEVER EUGENIO LOPEZ SR.

SAYS THE VICE PRESIDENT FOLLOWS". FIGUERAS SAID THAT OSMENA

(WHO FELT MARCOS HAD STOLEN THE 1969 ELECTION) ORIGINALLY

PLANNED TO FOMENT A REVOLUTION USING "50 STEN GUNS" TO

AMBUSH PRESIDENT. WHILE FIGUERAS AND TRACTMAN WERE IN NEW

YORK, HOWEVER, ARMS DEALER SAM CUMMINS ALLEGEDLY CONVINCED

THEM TO USE AN UNTRACEABLE CHEMICAL KNOWN AS ASTROPAC IN

THEIR EFFORTS. FIGUERAS THEN DETAILED VARIOUS ABORTIVE

ATTEMPTS ASSASSINATE MARCOS USING ASTROPAC INCLUDING FIRST

ATTEMPT DURING STATE VISIT IN FEB. 1972 OF INDONESIAN

PRESIDENTSUHARTO. WHEN THESE ATTEMPTS FAILED, EUGENIO

LOPEZ JR. ALLEGEDLY SUGGESTED "LET US USE A GUN MAN".

THIS LED TO IMPORTATION OF LEHMAN.

 

3. COMMENT: FIGUERAS' TESTIMONY WITH ITS EMPAHSIS ON

TRACTMAN ROE, UNSPECIFIED "AMERICAN INTERESTS", NAMING

OF CUMMINS, ETC. PROVIDES POTENTIAL FOR ASSASSINATION PLOT

TAKING ANTI-AMERICAN TWIST IN EVENT MARCOS SHOULD DETERMINE

THIS SOMEHOW SERVES HIS INTEREST. WE HAVE NO RPT NO REASON TO

BELIEVE THIS IS LIKELY, HOWEVER.

PURNELL
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